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The points of Doctrine handled in the 
Sermon following. 


Doctrine 1. 
It is a moſt horrible ſinne aud ſhame for Chriftsans to line 
in ſtrife and contention. 
2 Our owne diſtempered affe ctiont are the cauſe of conten- 
nion with others. | 
3 Whoſoemcr is led by his buſts nener maler a thriuing or 
4 ſauing bargaine of it. 
4 Earthly minded men are ſtill ſubiect to bee vexed with 
enuic. 
5 Prayer is the boſt meanes ta bet proud of all needfull 
things. 
& Ir is moſt inſt, that God ſhould denie and reieft their 
d prayers ho ate of him earthly things for worldly reſpecti. 
7 Ita dangerous and danmable Gudeaf advberietsſee 
our minds on earthly things. : 
$ All men are eſteemed of God as they are affected. 
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REMEDIE AGAINST 


Priuate Contentions. 


| IAMES 4. 1. &c. 


1 From whence are wars and contentions among you ? are 
they not hence,cuen of your lufts thar fig t in your members 

2 Te luſt and haue not: ye ennie and haue indignation, and 
cannot obtaine : ye fight and warre and git nothing, becauſe ye 
Aue not. 

3 Tee abe andreceine not becanſe yce are amiſſe,thas ye 
might conſume it on your lu#ts. 

4 Tee Adulterert and Adultereſſet, know yee not that the 
amitic of the world is the enmitie of God ? Whoſoener there- 
fore = x be a friend to the world, maketh bimſelſe the cnemie 
of God. 


N the former Chapter the Apoſtle 

By had ſharplic reprooued them for 
that bitter enuying and ſtrife and 
contention that was among the, 
— them vnto peace and 
ing agreement : but becauſe 

they would be readic to anſwere, 
that they liked well enough of 
peace and ynitie, but they had ſo 


many wrongs and indignities, ſo many occaſions of griefe Obiectian. 


and diſcontentment ed vnto them, that they could 
not auoide brawles and iarres; and therefore were 


not to bee blamed for their diſſenſions, but all the fault 


A 3 Was 
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was in 9 Aer —— > 
Unfwer To this hee anſweres in innin is Chapter ; 
. ſaying, From whence arc warres au — 2 — ? *. 
are they not hence, emen of your luſt; ? As if hee ſhould haue | 
ſaid, Will you now lay the fault of your 1arring and con- ; 
tending vpon others ? If you doe ſo, you little know your 
owne hearts: for all your diſtempers proceed from no o- 
ther cauſe, but from your owne luſts, that is, your ouer- 
eager defire of carthly things, viz. of profit, pleaſure, or 
credit: and theſe ſtrong worldly affedhions muſt needes 
bring forth ſuch effects, becauſe they fight in your mem- 
bers, that is, in the powers of your ſoule eſpecially : yet ſo, 
as alſo they breake foich and ſhew themſelues in the parts 
of the body. They trouble your mindes and memories, 
and diſquict your wils and affections, cauſing you one 
while to thinke well of ſuch a thing or ſuch a perlon, and 
by and by to diſlike the ſame : one while to wiſh for this 
or that: preſemily after, not to cate for it, nay many times 
to abhorre it: hence ariſeth a ciuill warre(as it were) with- 
in your ſclues, and thence it is that you contend with o- 
thers: for hee will accord with none that cannot agree 
wich hunſelfe, 
Next, he ſets before them the effect of theſe worldly de- A” 
ſires, verſ. 2. Te luſt and haue not, as who ſhould ſay, What 
doe you get by giuing place to your luſts ? The more you 
luſt, the leſſe you haue. 
Obicction. And wherethey mig t thinke themſclues hardly char- 
ged, and that this accuſation of earthly luſts and affecti- 
eMrſwer. ons could not bee proued againſt them: Yes (faith hee) it 
will plainly appeare by the effects, in that yee enuie, and 
haue iodignation one againſt another: now if you did not 
care for and loue the world, you would neuer enuie thoſe 
chat goe beyond you in worldly things. 
Further it is added, Tee fight and ma and get nothing. > 
abiectian. Then belike (might ſome {> — . 
if things bee thus farre amiſſe on our parts, and God alſo 


Anſwer. deale lo ſeyprely with vs. A. Nay, the Apoſtle doth 
| | not 


* 


5 
not conclude any ſuch matter, but ſaies thus much in ef- 
fect, You may bee Chriſtians (many of you) though v 
carnall Chriſtians, and children you may bee, though ill 
children : neither is the Lord to = charged with ouer- 
ſeuere dealing: no it is not the hardneffe of the father, chat 
vill not grant, but the badneſſe of the children that will 
not aske : that is the cauſe why you get notl. ing: ſo that ir 
was not the want of friends, nor the want of meanes that 
cauſed them to be in neceſſitie, but the want of prayer; and 
ſo conſequently of a faithfull heart, and fitted to recciue 
the things they prayed for. 


But here they would reply againe,(as hypocrifie makes Ohiection 


men full of ſhitting) and ſay, You charge vs that wee doe 
not pray: that is not ſo, I haue prayed againe and againe, 


and yet am neuer the better. Indeede (faith hee) Tee ante, {ufwer, 


and yet ye receiue not : and why ? Becauſe yee arke amiſſe. As 
if he had ſaid, If ye ſpeede not in prayer, it is cerraine all is 
not well in your prayers : for that is a key to Gods 
treaſurie; neither is his eare euer ſhut againſt the faichfull 
ſupplications of his ſeruants: and hereby doth it appeare 
that you aske amiſle,in that ye aske,That ye might conſume 
it pon your luſts. They would not be ſo abſurd, as to ſay 
ſo to God, Lord giue me this, that I may beſtow it vpon 
my luſts: but that was their purpoſe and intent; which is 
euident by this, chat the fcope and drift of their petitions 
was for earthly things : if they were ficke, oh how earneſt 
would they bee for health ! if poore, how carefull would 
they bee for wealth! if in debt, what importunitie would 
vſe to get out of it? and ſo for other the like matters: 
But why did they aske thefe worldly things? Euen for 
worldly reſpects: not to ſerue God better, but to ſerue 
themſelues: they deſired health, y they might purſue their 
commodities, or follow their pleaſures an deg :they 
asked wealth, to the intent they might hold vp their heads 
with the beſt, that they might haue larger maintenance, 
chat they might better their apparell, and their diet, &c. 


What if we doe deſue thee things in thoſe regards? is Ohiectiam 
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that any ſuch great fault? I will tell you ( faith the hotie 
Ghoſt) Tee adulterers and adultereſſes, ce. As if he ſhould 
haue ſaid, You wretched _ — and women; doe 
ou imagine that God doth beſtow theſe things vpõ 
— — ſhould abuſe them to his — — 4. the 
faistfing of your owne carnall defires? Your health to 
idlenefſe and wantonneſſe, your wealth to pride and ex- 
ceſſe: this is farre from the Lords meaning. And the hai- 
nouſeſle of this ſinne will appeare evidently by the ſimili- 
tude here vſed: Put caſe, a be. ſhould be alwaies whining 
for money and larger allowance, and would neuer let her 
husband be at peace, but night and day be at him for the 
granting of her requelt; and her husband ſhould demand 
of her what ſhe would doe with it? if ſhe ſhould anſwere, 
haue an affection to ſuch an adulterer, and I haue main- 
tained him thus long, and would faine haue him to bee in 
bis brauerie till; would this ſuite pleaſe her husband ? 
— — he not abhor both her & her requeſt? yet this 
ire fc of all earthly minded men: they would faine 
haue theſe outward things, and what would they do with 
them? euen ſpend them vpon their owne luſts, and that is 
to commit ſpitituall fornication againſt the Lord: in which 
regard he is ſo round with them in this place; Tee adulte. 
rers,and adultereſſes, know ye not that the lowe of the world #9 
the enmitie of God? It is not onely ſpirituall adulterie, but 
enmitie againſt God : in ſo much that hee concludeth in 
the words immediatly following: Wheſoener therefore will 
be a friend of the — that is, liue as worldly men doe, ſor 
his diet, for his apparell, for his carriage, for his drifts and 
purpoſes, &c. ſuch an one maketh lumſelſe the enemic of 
God: he is ſo indeed, x hatſoeuer he conceiue of Gods loue 
towards him, and therfore will God ſhew himſelfe an ene- 
mie towards him. 

The drift(wee ſee) of theſe words is to draw the people 
of God from thoſe miſerable contentions and vexations 
which were among them : which hee doth by rebuking 
chem, and that for ſpeciall faults. | 


1. Some 
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Priuate Comentiont. 7 
1. Some inward,to wit, 
1. Their luſting after, and immoderate deſiring of 
* \ earthly things. 
: 2. Their enuie that others ſhould ſpeede better then 
themſelues. 


2. Some out ward, vic. brawling and ſtrife, about which 
hee ſpends many words, becauſe almoſt all their life was 
ſpent therein. From both which he terrifies them by the 
ill effects. Firſt, chat they got nothing, Secondly, that 
they endangered their owne foules in making them- 
ſelues adulterers & adultereſſes, and ſo enemies to God, 
and God to chem. And thus much for the meaning and 
order of the words. 
Verſ. 1. From whence are warres and contentions among 
you ? namely, that are profeſſors. In that he doth ſo ſharply 
take them vp for their mutuall diſcord and diſſenſion, the 
generall doctrine is,that 
It is a moſt horrible finne and ſhame for Chriſtians to Hd. 1. 
liue in ſtrife and contention, and to breake out into braw- Strife a preac 
ſinne. 


ling and — 

Fir, e cauſes are very bad, one of which the Apoſtle , * 1 
pointeth at where he Whereas — — 1. Ca — 
wing and ftrife, and dixifions arc yee not car all. and walke as * 
men? as if he ſhould haue ſaid, when you are malecontent, 
and paſſionate, and euer falling out one with another, doe 
you thinke that this is from faith, and not from the fleſh ? 

—— it is euen from the fleſh:for where there is bittet 

ife and enuying in the heart, all the wiſedome that ſuch 1:m 3.16. U . 
are led by, is earth, ſenſuall and diuelhiſſ: and this may be Reaſon. 2. 
the ſecond reaton, why contention is fuch a grieuous fin, 
namely, Becauſe thoſe that are thereunto ginen, are led nos 
enely by ſo ill a guide as their owne ſen ſuall wildome, thay 
was neuer taught them by God aud his word; but further 
they are guided by Saran : for the Apoſtle faith, their wite- [ames 3. 
dome is diuclhſh :now if it be a foule ſhame to be led by | 
ſenſe as a beaſt; what is it to be led by Satan, as his vaſfal? 

Anothes c zuſe of this fanne is given by Sa/amon, W 3. 


Prou.13.10, 


lames 3 16. 


Effect. 2. 


1. Tim. 2.8. 


Iames 1.19. 


lames 1.20. 
3 
Luke 11.17. 


Plal.13 3. 1. 3. 


Dei. 


, 2. The effects. 


A*Remedie again 
hee ſaith, Oncly through pride man maketh contention. So 
much hautineſſe as there is in the heart, ſo much diſcon- 
tentment are men ſubiect vnto: if others wrong them in- 
deed, they cannot beare it: if it be but in their oonceit, all 
is one, they will chafe and fret at it : and all this proceeds 
hence, that they thinke better of themſelues then either 
God, or men doe, or chen in truth there is any iuſt cauſe 
why any ſhould doe. 

Secondly, as the cauſes of this ſinne are ill, fo are the ef- 
fects furable : for where there ir ing and ſtrife, there is 
ſedition, and all manner of enill workes. In what heart, or in 
what houſe ſocuer thole vices reigne, the Lord ſeeth, and 
men may euidently perceiue, that there are euill 
euill words, euill practiſes of all kinds: for chere the 
and ſinne beate ſWay, and fill the places with all manner of 
pollutions. 

Further, as contention puls on all euill, ſo it hinders all 
good: it makes the parties that they cannot pray; for in 
all our requeſts to God, wee muſt lift vp pure hands, with- 
out wrath, &c. they cannot heare, becauſe good hearers 
mult be flow to wrath,axd receive the word wth meckneſſe. 
As for the Lords Supper, they cannot be meer partakers of 
it, becauſe it is a Sacrament of loue, and if wee would bee 
forgiuen, we muſt forgiue:in a word, they are vnfit for eue- 
ry —— worke : for the wrath of man accompliſberb not the 
righteouſneſſe of God. 

Laſtly, this is it which ruinates both perſons and fami- 
lies: for an honſe diuided againſt it ſelfe cannot ſtand : Nay 
a kingdome(be it never ſo mightic)dimided againſt it [clfe, 
Aullhe deſolate. And if this be a ſure thing, that where bre- 
thren dwell together in vnitie, God hath appointed his 
bleſſing and life for eucrmore; then it is as certame on the 
ether ſide that where men liue in continuall ſtrife, there 
God hath appointed his curſe, and death for euermore. 

Firſt, for the reproofe of them that a part of 
their time in fretting and quarrelling, things goe 
not ſo well as they would haue them, r 
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becauſe they are ouer · matched, and they wall fir 
and mope in a corner : but vnto ſuch Ines ſpeaketh, ſay- 
ing, Sigh not one 2 So that there are ſighers 
as well as chiders, and both condemned by the word. Sigh 
one for another wee may, (as if a friend or a childe of ours 
haue finned,it is an happie thing if we can weepe in ſecret 
for them) but wee muſt not ſigh one againſt another, no 
more then wee may chafe one againſt another, Wee muſt 
not when wee are alone muſe of the vnkindneſſe of ſuch 
and ſuch, and fo grow to bitter thoughts againſt them: 
that is a wofull thing, and will bee a hard dba for vs 
at length: for ( as /ames addeth ) the Imdge it at the doore : 
and the Aſſiſes will be fearefull for all ſuch perſons. 

It thy cauſe be good, and thy conſcience good, God is 
at hand to right all thy wrongs: but when men giue them. 
ſelues to fretting and bitter diſcontentment, it is as much 
in effect, as if they ſhould ſay, that God is no equall Iudge, 
and therefore they cannot reſt ſatisfied with his gouern- 
ment: yet are they ready enough in their diſtempered fits 
to prophane the name of God, by calling him to bee iudge 
in their cauſes : as Sarah did, when her maid deſpiſed her. 
God be indge between me and thee(faith ſhe to her husband) 
but if the — had come, ſhee would haue been the loſer. 
For God being a moſt righteous Judge, would haue exami- 
ned both parties, and then ho would haue been found in 
the greater faultꝰ Abraham tooke Hagar, but who was the 
— of it? was not Sarah?the greateſt complainers & ex- 
claimers, are vſually moſt faulty themſelues: and therefore 
let Chriſtians be ath — to be — — & contenti- 
ous vpon occaſiõ: for to yapeaceablc a ſt 
men L gelt thar there is little 2. with he 
God of peace; therefore let vs rather goe from our owne 

& right, and yeeld a little, then bee ſtill put with our 
neighbours : better it is to loſe ſome of out ourward com- 
modities,then to loſe our inward and outward pe: 
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him? Nay why ou bee ſo baſe minded, as to yeeld 
vnto the divell? for eons giueth place vnto — 
and wrath, giueth place vnto the diuell. Moſt abominable 
therefore is that falling out which is amongſt profeſſors: 
though there be many things amiſſe in a family, yet if there 
be mutua!lloue and compaſſion, and tender heartednes, - 
croſſes are made much caſier, and burthens much lighter 
then elſe they would be: whereas if there be brawles in the 
familie, cuery light aſfliction is made heauie: what a diſ- 

race therfore is it for the ſubiects of the Prince of peace to 
be at ſuch variance among themſelueg?Ir is for dogges and 
ſwine to be barking and biting one at another: but ro ſee 
Sheep or Lambes tearing one another, all the world would 
wonder at it: If then wee profeſſe that Chriſt is our ſhep- 
heard, and wee his ſheepe; how can wee with any comfort 
looke him in the face, when wee ſo farre differ from the 
nature and properties of his e, in eating vp our one 
hearts — „ and — — vexation 
vnto others, and biting and deuouring one another 

But heere will ſome obiections bee made, for as euery 
one is more guiltie, ſo will hee haue more colours to hide 
his corruptions fr6 the view of the world. Some will grant 
that they are often diſcontented indeed, but they haue tea- 
ſon ſo to be. Let vs heare their reaſons then. 

One is, that they are prouoked. 

But who can prouoke a ſheepe to barke and bite? true 
Chriſtian loue is not prouoked ; ſo that it is not the prouo- 
cation without, but want of true loue within, and abun- 
dance of ſelfeloue that cauſeth you to be ſo paſſionate. 

But who can chuſe but be angry at ſinne? that is it that 
mouerh me. | 

But ſee whether this faire ſhew doe not proceede from 
foule hypocriſie, and the Lord open our eyes that we ma 
ſee it. Your anger (you ſay) is from batred of ſinne: we 
let vs examine the matter a little. 


— — Firſt; doe you hate your owne ſinnes, and haue they 
— cauſed you as often to breake your ſleepe, as e 


— 
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more | : that then is nothing elſe but plaine di 
— — 
litle or none for your one. 

Secondly ſuch as grieue for the faults of any, and are de- 
firoustoreforme them, will vſe a good and diſcreet order 
in dealing with the parties obſeruing al circumſtances for 
chat end. As namely, firſt the circumſtance of time, that 
they will not preſently ypon the cõtnitting of the offence 
flie in their faces in the view of all the ſtanders by,ſeekin 
to diſgrace them to the ytrermoſi;bur will waite the fitt 

itic, when with moſt benefit and leaſt blemiſh to 

the party, they may belpe him againſt corruption. Second- 

y. as euery fin is — will bee more incenſed a- 
inſt it: and herein ypocriſie of man 

t they will bee more mooued — cence. 
wherein they themſelues are touched, then at a farre grea- 
ter matter, that nothing concernes their credit or com- 
moditie, though it do neuer ſo much concerne Gods glo- 
rie. Such may go mas ked vnder the vaile of hypocriſie, but 
God will diſcouer their falſe pretences in the end, neither 
let them euer looke for comfort in the time of ſickneſſe or 
of death from ſuch kind of zeale againſt ſinne. 

Indeed there is a corruption in all, and we are too ſenſi- 
ble of injuries: but the godly doe condemne it in them- 
ſelues, & are neuer content till they can be more troubled 
at ſinnes, whereby God is diſhonoured, then at infirmities, 
and iniuries, hereby they themſelues are wronged. 

Thirdly, if any be diſpleaſed at ſinne, he will vi al pood 
remedies for the healing thereof: he will reproue _l ad- 
moniſh, and exhort, and all rom a louing and mercifull 
heart; yea, hee will ioyne vnto theſc heartie prayer for a 
bleſſing vpon bis endeauours. This wee ſee in Moſes : he 
— ie againſt the fin of the Iſraelites in making 
the g fe, and ſhewed his iuft anger in executing 


iudgement vpon the ring-leaders in that hainous offence : 
2 in 
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redie againſt 

in praier for them, then atthat time. Thoſe therefore that 
arc ſo farre moued,thar they cannot ſpeake vnto the offen- 
ders in giuing them good & louing aduice, nor ſpeake for 
themvnto God in putting vp hearty and earneſt requeſts; 
ſuch( I ay) may be aſſured that their anger is not the zeale 
of the ſpuit, but the heate of the fleſh, vhich they can haue 
no comfort in, but muſt be humbled for it, and leaue it. 

A ſecond vſe of rhis is for inſtruction, chat if caer wee 
looke for peace with God and comfort in our ſoules, and 
good eſli mation among Gods children, then let vs take 
heed as of other ſinnes, ſo of this ſinne of paſſion and diſ- 
temper.Do men deale with vs as with enemies ? let vs loue 
them. Doe they wrong vs? let vs pray for them. Doe they 
ſpeak euill of vs? let vs ſpeak the bel of them & to them : 
tor that is Chriſt his counſell ; & hereby ſhall men know, 
that we are his Diſciples, if wee loue one another: Iohn 13. 
35 : whereas otherwiſe they may ſuſpect vs to bee hypo- 
crites, if we hate one another. | 

And further, hereby ſhall we aſſure our harts before God, 
that we are of — and that we do pertaine to his fami- 
ly: & chis cuery Chriſtian that hath any acquaintance with 
his owne heart, will confeſſe, that when hee is moſt merci- 
full and moſt readie to put vp iniuries and indignities, then 
he hath moſt p62” 226.7 aſſurance of his own ſaluation, 
and can moſt cheerefully looke vp vnto God in Chriſt, as 
one that hath intereſt in him, 

But how may a man become thus peaceable and quiet? 
it muſt needs be acknowledged that contention is a foule 
ſinne, and an horrible ſhan e: but how may I maſter my 
violent paſſions, and become mote mild and calme. 

The Lord telleth you how to vanquiſh, and kill this 
corruption: and one meanes is, 

1. Often to examine your own heart: the Apoſtle willeth 
men e ſhew all meekenc(ſe toward all men. But (might ſome 
ſay) Lam of an haſtie nature, readie to be prouoked, and 
therefore I cannot endure ſuch iniuries as men offer me. 

But remembes What you haue (aid. and done againſt 


3 


; — 
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others, eſpecially againſt God, and that will abate the pride 
of your heatr. Haue not you brew ryrw/e,diſobedient amd li- 
ming in malition(nrſſe, and enuic,hatefoll, and hating other ; ? 
In which regard, the Wiſe mans counſoll is, that # man Ecel 5. 23.24. 
ſhould not rake notice of euery fault of his ſeruant, butt 
paſſe by many: and why? becauſe every mans ſoule ean 
tell him, though men cannot charge him, that hee With 
committed the hike, or greater fauks againſt God or men; 
which if we could well confider,mens vnkindneffes would 
ſeeme nothing in our eyes: for when our one finnes lie 
heauie, others wrongs lie light: and when wee feele not 
the weight of finne in any good meaſure, euery trifling of- 
fence of men ſcemes an hamous crime vnto vs. 
A ſecond helpe againſt wrathfull paſſions is, to bee aſſu- 2 
red of the remiſſion of our ſinnes. Bee yee curteons one to 
another, (ſaith the Apoſile) and render hearted. So I will 
— ſome ſay) ſo long as they vie mee well: but if — 
eale otherwiſe, and begin to doe mee wrong, they ſh 
heare of it, whoſoeuer they bee. Oh deale not fo ( faith 
Faul] But forgine one aer, ue as God for Chrift his ſake ꝑohe 431. 
forgaxe you. Seeing the Lord hath ſent his ſonne, and the 
ſonne hath giuen his- blood, and the holie Ghoſt hath 
ſprinkled the ſame vpon your hearts, for the waſhing a- 
way of all your iniquities ; ſtand not with men for fmall 
pettie iniuries, bur forgiue and forget them: and iſſure 
whoſocuer hath the comfortable feeling of the pardon of 
his ſinnes, cannot but doe ſo. When Sreverfaw Chrift ſit- 
ting at the right hand of God in heauen, and was aſſured 
that he had ſaued him from his ſinnes, and that hee ſhould 
forthwith goe vnto him, he could kneele downe, and with 
all meekeneſſe pray for his moſt bitter ere mes, that were 
then ſtoning of him; neither were they ſo mad againſt 
him to do him hurt, as he was earneſt with God for them 
to procure their * 
The third and latt remedie is to demie carnall reaſon: 3 
for that is an ill guide that leadeth vs ont of the way. Euer 
maike this in revengetull — they are teptdtitt 
3. 


for 
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Luſt in the 
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for their ſpirefull and malicious dealing, their anſwere is, 
Had I not cauſe, had I not reaſon to do as I haue done? no, 
none at all: for what ſound reaſon can there bee againſt 
Gods reaſon, hM ſaith, Rexenge net, & c. for vengeance is 
anine, I wil requite it, ſaith the Lord. It is his office which he 
hath appropriated vnto himſelſe, and they are intruders, 
yea traitors, that will goe about to thruſt God out of his 
iudgement ſeate. And therefore let not the diuell delude vs 
with this conceit, that wee haue reaſon for our brawli 
and quarrelling : for the beſt that can be ſaid for it, is this; 


' that it is beailly and fleſhly reaſon, ſuch as the Lord efter= 


meth follie and frenſie, and enmitie againſt his maieſtie, 
Rom.$.which will bring with it death and deſtruction of 
body and ſoule, if we yecld vnto it, and be led by ir. 

Are they net hence, exen of your luft; Here hee ſheweth 
the fountaine of all their diſcontentments : namely, their 
own vntamed affeclions: whatſocuer occaſions there ma 
be, chat is the true cauſe: as the reaſon why a Lyon ra 
and roceth, is not that any creature diſquieteth him, and 
raiſeth him vp, (for then a being ſtirred ſhould rore 
too) but chat his naturall inclination draweth him there- 
unto. 

The Doctrine hence to bee gathered is this, that, Our 
owne diſtempered luſts are the cauſe of all our ſtrife and 


hatt, he cauſe contention with others. They make vs vnquiet in our 
of contention. ſc lues, and ſo cauſe vs to diſquiet them that ate about vs. 
i. Pet. a. 11. Therefore it is laid, chat fleſbiy luſts doe fight againſt bur 


A 


ſauler: they cauſe a continuall warre withina man, which 
in ward combat with ones ſelfe, ſneweth it ſelfe oftentimes 
in outward iarring with men. Chriſt Ieſus had as great 
wrangs as euer man inthis world had, yet was he neuer in 


4 — : and why? becauſe he was quite 
v 


of carnall affections. Before his conuerſion Paul 
was very boiſterous and full of rage, but after that hee had 
ſpent the heate of his anger vpon his owne great ſinnes, he 
bo had been very froward very mecke, and was 


ning, 


* | b ; # P 4 N 
ſtoning. reuiling. with any the lte indignities : wee neuer 
heare this from wha ſhall I bearethis? a man of my 
education, of my learning, of my gifts? ſhall I endure to 
live in the ſtocks, hungrie and cold, and full of paines, &c. 
No,no, theſe thou — were farre from aui he was con- 
tent to ſuffer any thing , yea, to lay downe his life for the 
name of the Lord Ieſus, and that becauſe his luſts were 
ſubdued, and the venome thereof remoued. 
Let every Chriſtian looke backe vnto his diſpoſition 
before his calling; and who is there but ſhall finde, that he 
was full of enuie, haſtie and teſtie, and readie to be 
ked? but ſince his conuerſion hee may ſay to the glorie of 
God, that hee can beare that which hee could not before, 
and get out of that paſſton in a few houres,that was wont 
to hang ypon him many moneths:and as he growes more 
in grace, ſo ſhall it be better with him itt.” 


8 


So often therſore as we breake foorth into any diſtem- I/ t. 


pered ſpeeches, or actions, let vs know that wee haue a 
ſummons from God to take notice of our ynrulicaffeQi- 
ons. What, haue you: forgotten your ſelſe d are you more 
wearic of your life then of your fione? then there is ſome- 
what within to bee conquered and brought vnder, and 
that ſhould bring you vpen your knees to become a ſuter 
ynto God: Lord I ſee by the fruites, that luſt is not ſo ta- 
med as it ſhoul bee; I am not able ro maſter it, grant thy 
ſtrength therefore ynto thy ſeruant that I may bee able to 
preuaile _ it. 


Secondly, this is for inſtruction that if euer wee would T/e 2. 


live comfortablie in regard of our ſelues or others, wee 
ſhould labour to — — our owne hearts 
and minds, It is a matueilous errour in men and women 
to thinke, if I had ſo much living, ſo much credit and re- 
ſpect, and — — healchfull body ; then my 
heart would be at quiet: this is a foule and monſtrous de. 
luſton: what?will outward things heale a ſimſull ſoule ? It 
is as abſurd,as if a man that hath his arme ot his 
ken,ſhould ſay , Oh if I had a ſute of doth of gold, or a 


paye: 


Wo 
* 


ire of file ſtockings, or my chamber hanged with ye'- 
— ſhould feele no pai — thinke ſuch 
a one out of his wits, becauſe his paine is within his bodie, 
whichthoſe outward things cannot remoue: ſo it is with 
- cuery ſtrong affe ction, and vamaſtred defire they are cor- 
rupt humours cleauing vnto the ſoule; & therefore let the 
parties be ſhifted hicher and thicher, and haue their eſtate 
mended,and their reputation betteted; yet if they be not 
healed within, they are neuer the neerer to any ſound con- 
tenement, 

Oueſt. But how ſhould wee attaine to the maſtering of theſe 

How tomnter boiſterous affections? 
ſtrong aff.&i- Firſt, we muſt mortifie the deeds of the fleſh - ſpi- 


7 rit : the beſt haue fleſh in them, but they muſt bee euer 
K — * knocking of it done. Now then we mortifie the fleſh by 


the ſpirit, when we bring ſpiritual reaſons againſt the luſts 
thereof, and ſeeke to "_ the flame thereof, by pou- 
ring water vpon it, and taking away the fuell that might 
maintain it. A man may haue perſwaſions from his friends, 
but thoſe will not kill his carnall defires : but the perſwa- 
fions of the ſpirit will; and therefore wee ſhould vſe 
- arguments of Gods word for the crucifying of our 
fleſh. 

But many take a contrary courſe, when they feele them- 
ſelues ſtirred , they aggrauate all the evils that are ypon 
them, and all the wrongs that are (in their conceit) offered 
vnto them, their memoric will forget no circumſtance of 
them, Neither will their tongues Ae to ampliſie them at 
the full; and hereby they imagine to eaſe themſelues: but 
alas this is to adde luſt to luſt, and to heape more drie 
wood on the fire, that burneth too vehemently alreadie: 
and therefore let them vſe Gods meanes, ot neuer looke to 
liue quiet and peaceable daies. 

A ſecond meanes to bring our boiſterous affections into 
ſubiechian, is, to hue and diligently in a calling: 
for labaut is appointed to humble the ſonnes of men, and 
wholocues dach nat viethis medicine, may quickly _ 
1 Worke 
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— 


worke for a whole towns + for idle 
Waics : and when they haue 


Ju to conceits, and and 
and when the leaſt occaſion is 
2 filchic matter that hath beene broking — 
t 
Thirdly, chat wee may ouer the ill affeQions 
— — — — a 
imes, 1. Pet. 2. l. Many are very im ient, and crie out 
— thatiri is ſuch, as — looke to liue 
merry day more: but what need trouble themſelues a- 
bout chat, 2 — 4 gon ne momig 2 


Pi is in his Inneatni 
and ſo may they: and why 
a long and tedious matter of their clout make 


— — their momentanie afflictions are no- 
ompariſon of that exernall crowne of which 

halle ee e bee ceaſe loo- 
— things which are 

— — d defires vpon the eternall 
which — they would eſteeme and rec- 

kon theit heauieſt gtiefes to be very light, and their longeſt 
— 11 anere 2. Corinth. 4. 17. 


yr ——— conſider of that which was 4 
before, v. 4 
baue. Thoſe chat are in — 5 * 
husbaadry to yeeld waro them, and bope to bone 
cir eftace hereby: /burdaediey — ich in 
this matter? 
Herellerhabem «har theyanake wor againſt their foule 
blindfold cbeir minds, that they cmot ſee into ſpiri- 
—— — — that 


il hit at all moue them, — 
K — — — 1H theſc hateful a esd- 
. —— —————— — 


Doft.3. 

Nothing is 

— dy yeel· the more he lackes: and the more eager his deſires are, the 
intz to luſt, more and greater his wants are likely to be. 

Firſt, becauſe the loue of earthly things makes God his 


Reaſon. 1. 
1. Iohn 2.15. 


Jer 17. 


is 


fre ching, ie. abuſe ie, as the 
1 —————— 5 
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bur others alſo ſarre much the worſe thereby, were it nor 


eat madneſſe to nouriſh them till withinvs ? Therefore 
— vſe theſe and all other good meanes to ſup- 
preſſe them, then auy meanes at all to cheriſh and ſtreng- 
then the ſame. 

Verſ.2. Te luſt and hane not. In theſe words he ſetteth 
out the abſurditie of othet luſis by the ill effects: they haue 
a long and tedious ſeedes- time, but al their labour and toile 
comes to nothing, they are altogether diſappointed of 
their expected harueſt: whence the Doctrine is, that 

Whoſoeuer yeeldeth vnto his luſtes, neuer makes a thri- 
uing, nor a ſauing bargaine thereby: but the more he luſis, 


enemy. For hee that loues the World, the loue of God is 
not in him: but hee withdrawes his heart from God, and 
goeth a whoring after the world; the ſetting of our affe- 
Qtions vpon the creature, maketh vs to be ged from 
the Creator, 

Secondly, as the deſire of earthly things, makes men 
impious againſt God, ſo doth it make them iniurious to- 
wards men: He that haſteth to be rich cannot be innocent: 
and hee that is greedie of gaine troubleth his one houſe: 
and that which is ſaid of the exceſſive deſire of gaine, 
holds as true in all other ſinfull luſtes, that he that js — 
of pleaſure, or credit, or any the like, is ſtill a troubler and 
difquierer —— with whom —— —— — 
'owne heart is poiſoned, and being diſtenpered within, hee 
muſt needs — his diſtemper without. 

Therefore the more loues vs, the more he wil croſſe 
vs, ſo long as we ſet out hearts on lying vanities: for hee 
knowes,that if wee had them in that manner and meaſure 
as wee deſire, they would turne to our owne and others ex- 
ceeding great hurt and diſad For the mote we de- 
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—— —— 


Therefore is it 
affections, as he did : ſhe muſt needes haue children 
in all che haſte, ot elſe ſhe would die in a 


Alas, ſhe 
was in hard caſe to die, and in ill caſe to haue children: for 
at that time ſhe would haue made Gods of her children, 
and an Idoll of God. But afterwards when ſhe had 

/ and humbled her ſelfe, God gaue her children, becauſe 
then ſhee was — to receiue And that is the teaſon 
why God dela — — puts off his ſeruants from yeere 
— are vnfit to be partakers of his 
bleſſings ſooner; he could affoord them —— t. 
— — which the fleſ much 
affects, — 

Lac a ſonne twenty yeeres, at when Gen 25,246.46. 
he had — — — to 
Wait, as long as God would haue him, the Lord forthwith 

ramed his requeſt: and ſo dealerh hee yer ſtill wich his 
Feareſt children. 
— iſterous luſts doe both deſerue and bring Uſer. 
ifold wants;this ſerues for inſtruction, that fe 
bepinched with neceſſities, and reſtrained of many things 
that we would full faine haue, let vs examine whether our 


defires be not too immoderate towards thoſe , and 

. too ſerypon them: and if vpon triall , Wce 
finde that it is fo indeed, let ys know that we are not fit for 
them. 


Therefore let vs neuer complaine of others, the world is 
bard, and mens hearts are hard: bur let ys complaine of 
our ſelues, I want good affections: I want good preparati- 
on for Gods bleſſings:I am a that haue many ranke 
weedes in mee, — God hath ſome what elſe 
to doe, chen to ſowe the ſeed of comfort on me. The next 
way to haue the world, is to deny the world : would a man 

d berich? let him be content to be poore: would a man en- 
ioy bis health and ſtrength: let him ſo vſe the meanes of 
rec his health, as withall to be content to remaine 
fickly and weake, if is ſo ſeeme beſt ro his beaucnly Fa- 
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ther dec · ut if weh de nches more then {iri- 
tuallzandthe health of the body, more then che licalth of the 
ſoulez it is iuſt we ſhould haue penurie, and not plenty; di- 
eaſed, and not healthfull bodies. 

Whereas if we can bring our willes to bee ſubiect vnto 
Gods, it ſhall not be ſaid to vs, Te laſt and haue not; bur,the 
Lord will fulfill the deſires of thoſe that feare him. Otherwiſe, 
though our deſires were granted, our ſoules would bee as 
ſicke, or more ſicke then they were before. 

A ſecond vſe of this is, to teach vs to bee content chat 
God by many and gricuous croſſes ſhould maſter our in- 
temperate luſts : for the way to all proſperity, is to bee bro- 
ken of our heady and ſturdie affections. 

Let vs alſo deſire to be intheir companie, who will deale 
moſt plainly and — ainſt our corruptions: and not 
wiſh to conuerſe with ſuch as will tell vs, indeede you ate 
hardly vſed, they deale very iniuriouſly with you, in that 
they doe not more reſpect you, in regard of your place, and 
of your parts, and of your education, &c. 

Alas what is this but to caſt oyle vpon the fier, and to 
make thoſe luſts a great deale ſtronger, which were too too 
violent before? ſuch comforters may pleaſe vs for the pre- 
ſent, but they will bring vs {mart in ſtead of caſe, and trou- 
ble in ſtead of peace in the end: But as for thoſe that will 
ſer themſelues with all their might againſt our luſts, and ap- 

ly ſharp corrafiues where they perceiue much feſtered and 
dead fleſh, of all other they are to be eſteemed the beſt and 
trueſt, and moſt faithfull friends. 

Te ennie and haue indignation and canet obtame. Where- 
as they might denie, that they had ſuch luſts in them, hee 
— it by this, that they did enuie one another: as if hee 

d haue ſaid, that which I affirmed in words, I will 
— by your deeds : you enuie that another ſhould 
be lookt after, that another ſhould haue more gay appa- 
rell, a better name, a better eſtate then your ſelues : not 
this cleerely ſhew that your hearts are full of uſt, hen they 
ace ſo full of enuie? for enule is the very froth of Juſt, 


The 


ypotearthly things, are nor ancly 
ſubiect to this miſerie, chat they ſhall bee alwaies in want, 
but they ſhall withall be cuermore vexed at the itie 
of others: they ſhall be ſtill ia torture at home and 
and whereſoeuer they are; for ſuch as ſet their mindes on 
the things of this world, cannot chuſe but repine when any 
thing goes from them vnto others; they thinke all loft that 
they themſelues cannot enigy: for whereas the properti 
of — —— — — | ics there 
nature of ſelfe· loue onely and w to ſeeke it one 
— and if it miſſe of them, it will cauſe the parties to — 
grudge and repine. 
This may bee obſerued in : when once Dauid was 
in credit aboue him, he had few quiet dayes after, but was 
ſtill croubling of himſelfe and the whole land about D. 
wid. The like may be feenc in the Phariſies, they, could not 
live if Chriſt lived : and why ? Chriſt carried — the cre- 


dit from chem; and t e they neuer ceaſ ecu- 
ting him, vntill they had depriued him of his very life. So 
the Philiſtims being couetous, enuied Iſacc, ew ſo 
madde againſt him, becauſe they ſaw him thriue beyoad 
themſelues, that they would hurt the whole and 


thernſelues alſo, rather then he ſhould proſper too faſtz and 
therefore they dammed vp the welles that his ſeruants had Gen 26.15. 
digged, which in thoſe hot countreyes were of exceeding 

t vie. So Rahel being poſſeſſed with an immoderate de- 

of children, — ſiſter Leah, becauſe ſhee was Gen. 3e. 3. 
fruitfull: her owne barrenneſſe did not ſo much diſcontent 
her, as her fifters ſtuitfulneſſe: and therefore rather then 
Laab ſhould goe beyond her, ſhe would haue her husband 
to defile humſelfe with her maid. Many ſuch Rehelrthere 
are in the world, ho are not ſo much diſcontented and 
— — — — — 

owne baſeneſſe in apparel, as at the nee fakhions of o- 
thers, ec. * 
, — Uſd 1.: 
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| ee e againſt 
to rake notice chat there is in vs a maruellous loue of 
things. Many men and women, if they ſhould bee 
akt the queſtion, whether they luſted after carthly things 
or not, would anſwer, nay, y hope they .haue not heard 
ſo many Sermons, nor made ſo yers, to ſo little 
ppb now at length they ſhould be overtaken with 
the loue of ſuch trifles: but how ſay you to enuie? doth 
not that worke vpon you ſometimes ? doth not others 
health, others eſtimation, others aduancement make you as 
it were ſicke now and then? indeede that they cannot well 
deny: then you muſt needs confefle,that you are infected 
wich luſt. If Rahel had not beene led with an eager defire 
of children,ſhe would neuer haue enuied her ſiſter for bea- 
ring of children: and therefore thoſe haue a ſure teſtimony 
of a ſound and pure heart, that can be content with their 
owne corne, and wine, and oyle: and that reſolue with 
themſelues: So I may haue with God, and with mine 
owne conſcience, I will neuer trouble my ſelfe much, what 
others haue: Let God keepe me from ſinne while I liue, and 
from hell when I die, and I ſhall doe well enough, and haue 
great cauſe to reioyce in God, and to be thankefull for my 


on. 

2 heere Gods deare children may obiect, ſaying, I 
finde a loue ynto my credit, and commoditic, and eaſe 
ſtill. 

So wee ſhall as long as wee carrie fleſh about with vs: 
and the more pure the heart is, the ſooner and better will 
it ſpic blemiſhes in it ſelfe : but if wee can keepe our ſelues 
from enuying at others wealth and credit, cc. it is an in- 
fallible mark, chat the loue of carthly things doth not rule 
and raigne in vs. 

Tee fight and warre,and get nothing, becauſe yee acke nor. 
They might thinke, doth not God carrie a hard hand a- 

inſt ys, ſich wee defire fo much, and haue ſo little? no 

faith the Apoſtle), you rather carrie an ill heart towards 
him: for you vſe all meanes of ing your one miſe- 
tie, —— mercie;z and 


c 


gente og ab Ai ably ne; Which is one- 
cipall meanes of pulling — bleſfings vpon 
— ſeruants. Doctrine, Prayer is the beſt. meanes to bee 
prouided of all things need for this life, and the life to Doi. 5. 
come. God is a good houſholder, and if his children would prayer un the 
receiue things from Him, they muſt not fall roge- beſt meanes ol 
ther by the cares, nor to brawling and contending Po otton. 
— another, (for — the next way to make their 
Father ſcourge them all): ut t — themſelues 
to prayer, and become humble and earneſt ſutcrs vnto their 
Father, which is both the eaſieſt and the ſureſt courſe; God Reaſon. 1. 
hath promiſed, that: we arke, we ſbal obtaine : Mat. 7. 7. 
Bur ſome might ſay, I am a ſinner, compaſſed with ma- Obiection. 
ny infirmities and frailties, and how then can I loake for , 
=_ hearing — hands? 2 i | 
-Ww — that are exill, can 
F; — — PRE more ſhall — latent 10,11, 
Faber, Sc. Thoughyon ſee faults in your children, nd 
chere be the like in your ſelues, yet you can bee liberal} to- 
wards them: how much more will God ſhew himſelfe 
gracious to his children, being goodneſſe it ſelfe, and able 
tomake _ children as good as Fe would haue them to be? 
The prodigall ſonne may bee a paterne of Gods fauoura- 
ble dealing in this behalf : For when hee had loſt his 
wealth, his peace, his credit and all, drowned him- 
ſelfe, in vile and abominable luſts, what hee where- 
with to helpe himſelfe? euen the vnfained requeſts of an 
humble and penitent heart, which never can want happie 
ſucceſſe, when they are preſented to a mercifull and 
ous father: what his ſucceſſe — 
Luk. 1 5. Hence commeth that exhortation ofthe Apoſtle, 
In nothing —— but in all things het your requeſts bee Phil.46. 
made knowne 1mto God Ce, 


We 1. 


. n * 


(ſuch as a naturail man en- 
not conceiue, nor a regenerate man till he haue felt it ) ſhell 
= 7299 =. „that is, in a bleſ- 
communion with him: that looke what — 
you ſhall be ſure to haue: haue you no power in 
ſhall haue it in Chriſt. Haue you no w 
yo hallhne in Chit, Hue m his hand : Go ou 
woe comes from this; that wee loſe our communion with 
him, for wears offuihbl and feruent prayer. dere 
For che reproo our gence, e, 
and ooldneſſe in prayer: our gee neggenc 
wants, becauſe wee want the ſpirit of pra — — 
other rather then vnto our he Father. If chil- 
dren ſhould runne from their parents to ſeruants, and ſtill 
bee crying and complaining to them, their parents would 
not endure it: and if ſuch ſhould be fill bewalling 
their caſe, that neuer any were in ſuch miſcric as 
none would pirichem baue not a good and ach 
father, (would men ſay) that baue them to ſeeke vn- 
to him — — that 
they fhould ſeeke vnto others ? If it bee thus with natural 
parents, how much more m it —— our heauenly Father, 
who is farre more the neareſt 
friends in the world? not affoord vs re 
liefe, hee will: — — hee will ſhew 
himſclfemoſt kind vnto vs : and therefore haue we vnkind- 
neſle from men, that we might draw neare to God himſelf, 
and goe from thoſe broken Ceſternes which can hold no 
water, to the fountaine of lining waters, where wee may 


= —— 


This is that if wee would ſpeed well, wee 
ſhould vſe the meanes of ſ — for ——.— 
tiſull in prayer, wee ſhall 


mrs eral bee pm m comm 
* —— — — = 
able to pot out their {oules before God in prayer: 
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ſhall be ſufficiently ſheltred in the middeſt of all. 
It is a groſſe conceit for men to thinke, Alas my caſe is 
hard, I — — no abilitie to labour in 
t 


vocation, &c. But haue you the ſpirit of prayer? If you 
— are in an happie — for if we mall — 
of things aright; who is in hard caſe, but hee that hath an 
hard heart ? And who is in good caſe, but hee that hath a 
good conſcience, and a heart full of good meditations, 
which hee is euer and anon readie to poure out in Gods 
preſence ? They that ſer not their friends not themſelues 
on worke,ſo much as they ſet their faith awork, they are 
the bleſſed people: they may aſſure themſelues that God 
will not faile them, nor forſake them. 

Indeed wee muſt vſe the meanes to ſerue Gods proui - 
dence: but, for the ſucceſſe of things, we muſt wh ut 
God in truſt with the ſame, and he will aſfuredly doe Ge 
which ſhall be good for vs. \ -4 

Verſ. 3. Te ache and receine not becauſe yee arke __ a 3 
Here hee preuenteth an obiection that they might make, 
namely this: We are iniuriouſly dealt with, in that we are Obieftion. N 
blamed for not praying for we cry and call vpon God da 
and night, and yet are neuer the better. That is true dach 
he) but yee receiue mot, becauſe yee arke annſſe, asking ſuch Anſwer. 
things as you may abuſe to Gods diſhonour,and that you 
purpoſe ſo to abuſe: for you will ſpend chews pon your 
luſts: And this is y cauſe why God reiecteth your prayers: 
whence the Doctrine is, that God denieth vs re- Dod. G. 

ueſts. 
: It is moſt iuſt and equall that our prayers fhould be re- 
iected, when we are more earneſt in asking earthly things, 
which may bee abuſed, then heauenly and faving graces 
which cannot bee abuſed : and aime at ſeruing our one 
inthe that wee make, rather then at the 
ing of Gods holy name. 

The reaſon hereof is plaine : for ſuch cries are not in Reaſon. . 
truth praiers,nor ſo eſteemed in 8 


4 
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They haue nor ſaith he) cried onto mee with their haves, when 
they houled on their beds : they aſſemble themſelurs for corne 
and wine, and they rebell agamſt me. | 

Theſe lewes maruelled that God did not helpe them 
when they cried vnto him: but God reckons and calleth 
theſe their cryings howlings and not praiers, becauſe they 
were only gricued for their afflictions, but nothing touch- 
ed for their ſinnes, which brought the hand of God vpon 
them. And they were much more deſirous of corne and 
wine, then of the fauour of God and the graces of his 
ſpirit. 

Alſo the praiers that are only ſpent about carnal things 
come not from the loue of God, but from the loue of the 
world.1.loh.2.15. 

According to the greatneſſe of our deſire after earthly 
things, ſo is the greatneſſe of our pride: now(God wee 
kit refifterh the proud,and raiſeth vp,quickeneth, and 
comforteth the lowlie : and as any man is more humble, 
ſo hee doth more thirſt after and labour for the grace of 
God and therefore he onely is fitted for it, and all other 
mercies with it. 

For inſtruQtion : When we approch vnto the throne of 

race in prayer, let vs be {ure that wee be moſt earneſt for 
a 5 things: for that will bee a teſtimonie vmo our 
conſciences that wee loue God more then wee loue the 
world. And this benefit we ſhall bee certaine of, that we 
cannot beſtow them vpon our luſts: for faith cannot bee 
beſtowed vpon our luſts, ſeeing it puriſieth the heart: te- 
entance cannot be beſtowed vpon our lufts, becauſe that 
illeth our luſts : and ſo may we ſay for euery other grace 
of God, euery one of which is abſolutely good in it ſelfe, 
and makes thoſe good that are poſſeſſers ol them. Where- 
as all earthly things are either good or euill, accordin 
| 2 mind and affection of him that receiueth and veeh 
It chey meete with a ſtrong and inordinate deſire, they 
eoTupt andpoyſon it further; if wich an hart — 
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and diſpoſed, they bewer it, and furtherie in grace, and 


+ Bur now further concerning ſpirituall things, we muſt 
————_—— in words alene, 
but wee muſt bring God the feruent defires of our 
ſoules,and intreat them as things that will indeede moſt | 
content vs. A 

Truth it is, that eaſe and pleaſure and credit would beſt 

leaſe our nature: but wee muſt croſſe our fleſh, leſt our 3 
petitions be found carnal, and fo be reiected by the Lord: 
and further wee muſt ſtrive to haue this witneſle both 

from God and from our owne ſoules, that if we might ob- 
taine what we would, the defires of our ſoules are, to haue 
the fauour of God and the chiefe fruits therof,cuen Lowe, 
and Joy, and Peace, Temperance, Patience, and the reſt of 
che graces of Gods ſpirit. Which if wee can in any good 
—— finde in our ſelues, wee may be comforted in aſſu- 
rance of the performance of the promiſe, That ſeeking firſ# latth. 6.33. 
the kingdome of heanrn,and the righteouſnes thereof al other 
things ſhall be munuſtred onto ws. 

erſ. . Tee adulterers and adultereſſer, know ye not, &r. 

They might reply vpon that which hath bin ſpoken, ſay- Obiection. 
ing, What if we doe defire outward things, that wee may 
live as pleaſantly, and with as great credit as others doe? 
is that any ſuch great matter ? 

To this hee maketh anfwere with great indignation, 4,/ey. 
ſaying, Tee Adnlterers and adwultereſſer, know yee not, 

that the laue of the world is the enmitie of God ? As if hee 
had faid, Haue yee heard ſo many Sermons, beene at ſo 
many Conferences, read and heard ſo much of the Scrip- 
tures, and doe you not know thus much, that the laue of 
the world is me with God ? Doe you thinke that hee 
will deale with you as an busband, when you are filthic 

Harlots? Doe you imagine that hee will giue you that, 

that may maintaine and vphold you in your pride and 
ambition, & earthly affections >Noſurch! he that in ſuch 
fort followeth the world is a friend vnto the world, and 

D 2 therefore 


OW 


Dol.7. 

The love of 
the wor'd is 
ſpiritual] adul- 


tetie. 
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Tere 17. 


Plal. 7 3.27. 


Uſe 1. 


4 £ * 3 
- K 
LI 2 K an -N 2 
4 , k 


dierefore an enete to God, and Cod will ſhew hirmſelſe 
no friend vnto him. The docttine hence to be learned is, 
that, It is a moſt dangerous and dammable adulterie to ſep 
our minds an earthly things. 

There is a reaſon hereof inthe Text. It bringeth vs out 
of fauour with God, and maketh vs enemies vnto him: & 
is it not a dangerous thing for the creature to ſtand in op- 
poſition againſt his Creator? This ſpirituall adulterie is 
worſe then that againſt the ſeuenth commandement : for 
this is againſt the firſt Table: that agamſt the ſecond. Be- 
ſides tho Dauid liued in that ſinne of adultery,he could 
not be ſaid to be the enemy of God: but whoſocuer liueth 
in this ſpirituall whoredom, is proclaimed to be the Lords 
foe. For ſuch doe withdraw their hearts from God, and ſo 
bring the curſe and vengeance of God vpon themſelues, 
without timely repentance, Therefore it is ſaid, Thou haſt 
deſtroyed all them chat go a whoring from thee: whether 
it be after pleaſures, or cõmodities, or preferments, about 
the which almoſt all the world is ſet qworke, and being 
ſo inclined, all that can be deuiſed is little enough,nay too 
little to pleaſe theni: they think nothing ſufficient that is 
done for them, and that all ſhould do ſervice to them, and 
they to none: _ as gowty legs, that muſt haue al the 
anointing and binding and looking to,they being able to 
doe nothing againe in way of requitall. 

For nf den , that vvee ſhould bee exceedinglie 
humbled, as for other — corruptions before our cal- 


lings, ſo for this that we haue been guiltie of ſpiritual adul- 
tex1e, 
Many will bragge, when they are for the 


breach of the Sabbath, for ſwearing, &c.that though their 
Miniſter finde fault wich them, yet they hope they are ho- 
neſt men and women: But can they deny that they buſie 
themſelues continually about the droſſe of this World ? 
would they not rather be rich then godly ? Doe they not 
eſteeme more of a good bargain, then of a Sermon? 
Andſofor others :Doe not profeſle, that if you take 


away 
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way their vaine z you take away their life? 
A Fabian arms ——— 
world? It cannot bee denied ; and what then will follow, 
and adultereſſes, as here the holy Ghoſt tearmerh them? 
And hence commerh it to paſſe oftentimes, that becauſe 
they are tainted with ſpirituall adulterie, they ate by the 


iuſt reuenging hand of iuen vp to corporall 
rie, at leaf to goe — — thereof amongſt 
men, that ſo they might bee drawne from that which is 
more dangerous in the ſight of God. 
Furthet, this is to be conſidered, that if men doe follow 
after but one of their luſts, they come vnder this cenſure : 
as if a woman doe runne after one adulterer only, ſhe is to 
be condemned as an adultereſſe: ſo if a man be not ambi- 
tious,if yet he be couerous:or on the contrary if he be not 
couetous, yet if hee bee ambitious; or if neither of thoſe 
vices cartie him away, yet if hee bee v is e- 
h to bring him vnder the blame and ſhame of a ſpiri- 
— adulterer, & ſo to make him liable to Gods vengeãce. 


A 


Secondly, let this inſtruct vs to be content with a meane Ve 2. 


eſtate, and to be reſtrained of thoſe delights and pleaſures 
that others doe enioy : for the — — 
itious baite, and moſt men run a whoring it, and 
the moſt godly and religious haue a wanton eye, which is 
too too apt to be looking after the ſame. And therefore as 
a wiſe Father if hee perceiue his ſonne inclined vnto wan- 
tonneſſe, will withdraw his hand from him, and withhold 
all ſuch things as might be for the nouriſhing of that fin : 
fo dealeth our wiſe God with vs, when hee his chil- 
dren to bee addicted to ſpirituall wantonneffe, that they 
look after new ga ds, and vaine faſhions, and would not 
onely bee commended for their godh bur for their 
coates, for cheir artendants, for their buildings, for their 
cattell, &c. 
When the — — this difpofition in 
then, hee keepeth them „and curbeth their deſires, 
D 3 which. - 


Dodd. 8. 
We are eſtee- 
med as we are 


Gen. 22.16. 


2. Chro. 6. 30. 


1+ 


| N eee =” 4 
* , . 
| WI NX 5 N 


which we ſhould account a very great & ſweet fauour of 
God : for little doe we know wee ſhould otherwiſe 
come vnto. If a man bee inclining to drinke, and 
haue a weake head, ſo that he _— ouertaken, 
itis a benefit for himto be reſtrained therefrom : now the 
Lord is wile,and ſeeth the inclination of his children vn- 
to great proſperitie, but hee knoweth withall, that they 
haue but weake braines to beate it; and therefore in ſtead 
of wealth and eaſe, and credit, he ſendeth wants and pains 
and diſgraces, which are farte better for them. 

Thou that wouldeſt faine haue more, doſt thou vſe that 
well that thou haſt alreadie? If not, better creepe on the 
earth with ſafetie, then climbe on high to take a greater 
fall: the Lord knoweth thy neede and thy ſtrength better 
then thy ſelfe: refigne vp thy will vnto him and it ſhall 

oe well with thee. 

Whoſoexer therfore will be a friend of the world. The word 
in the originall implierh ſuch a willingneſſe, as is ioyned 
with deliberation and conſultation : fo that the meaning 
is, that hee that aduiſedly ſetteth himſelfe to bee like the 
world, he is an enemie of God. 

In that it is ſaid, Hee chat will be; the doctrine is, that, 
God eſteemes of euery man & Woman, according to their 
will and affection. 

Abraham is highly commended and rewarded of God, 
for ſacrificing his ſonne,r he did not the worke, be- 
cauſe he ſhewed his readineſſe and willingnes to doe it. 

In that excellent prayer which was made at the dedice- 
tion of the le, Salomon — the holy Ghoſt) 
offreth vp this ſupplication in the behalte of all Church, 
that would reward one as he knew their harts. 
And Dau his father, guided by the ſame holy ſpirit, gaue 
as large allowance to the 200 weary and faint dulden, 
thar (aid at the river Beſor, as to the reſt that ventured 
their lives in the battell and got the prey and victorie. And 
alſo made this law and ordinance for euer in Iſrael, 1. Sam. 


30. 23.24.25. Now if Dau had that care to reward the 


deſixe 
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defire as much as the deede,where hee had made no pro- 
miſe, and was intreated to the-contrary by the greateſt 
part of his ſouldiers, and could nor performethis worke 
without ſome loſſe to himſelfe and them who had helped 
him in the battellʒ then how much more will God ac 
the deſire for the deede, hauing promiſed fo to do, 2. Cor. 

8.12. and being able to performe it without any charge 
to himſelte, or hindrance to any other ? 
Al good and holy deſires come from God, and therfore Reaſon. 1. 
he accepts them, Phil. 2.1 3.and contrary, euil defires come 
from the fleſh and Satan,and therefore he hates them. 
Our deſires are the ſeeds from which al our words and , 
works do ſpring & grow;and according to the goodneſſe 
or badnes therof,al our actions are good or cuil. The ſame 
ſeruice, which if it bee done with a perſect heart and wil- 
ling minde,is moſt pleaſing vnto God, if it be done 
gingly os hypoctitically is abommable in his fight. Iſa. i. 
14-15% 
Where there is a true deſire, there will be a true and car- 
neſt endeuour, to auoid all lets whereby the worke might 
be hindred;and to vſe all good meanes, whereby it mig t 
bee effected: as — in Abraham, who would not 
ſuffer his ſeruants to be preſent in the place where he pur- 
poſed to ſacrifice his ſonne, leſt they — haue ſought 
to haue ſtaied him therefrom. And though hee trauelled 
three daies iourney; yet becauſe he — prevent all lets 
and hindrances, he carried fire, dry wood, and a knife with 
him. So then an vnfained heart teſteth not only in wiſhes, 2 
but ſhewerh it ſelfe in conſtant endeuours, which God be- "2 
holdeth & rewardeth,as wel asif the work were brought OP 
to perfection. | 
Firſt, for terror vnto vngodly men, howſoeuer they be 3/7 1. 
kept from many ſinnes, —— their defire was to haue 


committed them, and they are grieued that they cannot 
doe them, and would ſil rere them,if 
occaſion or opporgunitie were therefore all tho 


finnes ſhall be charged them, and throughly 
—— hofines. * 4 
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$I 4 nt : it is ſaid, 
chey make ves friend idee will ſhew 
Hhimſelfe favourable and mercifilll to them for euermore. 
do for other finnes if we find much vnbeleefe, but would 
haue faith ; if we finde a diſpoſition to pride and enuy, but 
would be humble, and rejoyce at the ity of others, 
dc. che Lord will accept of vs, as of humble and 


— — Ne rue: 
ſinnes, if wet finde not that remorſe for our iniquities, nor 
chat meaſure of humiliation, nor that aſſurance of reconci- 
liation chat ſhould be in vs,bug raber much deadnes and 
diſtrai ay yet yet four dete ung vpoti cher worke, 
were gaod, the Lord will take it in good worth: N ave 
wordd:it ir not we but fre that dwellerh in ui. Wich 
: | God will neuer lay vnto our :but rather 
3 
ici N ir wil 
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4 ad 


FINIS. 


Vis 68 — * 20 =— 


Loa 'of the 1 « — 3 | 
GICAL SEMINARY ' 
York Ws 
- 8 * 1 "ny. 


- ad 4 
. 3 * = 

» CATS” = . m 1 

. = « . 7 {4 . * = 
a nl — - Nei . 
” I 4 9. Is 18 

1 : © * a - 9 
- ws». 


